Circle Member’s Trip to Devil’s Den, 10/17/15
The Explorations in Consciousness Circle took a field trip to Devil’s Den in Gettysburg, the scene of
many battle deaths during the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg, July 2-4, 1863.
Our purpose was to do a ritual to help bring to the Light those of the many ghosts of deceased
soldiers who wanted to end their more than 150-wanderings over the battle sites at Gettysburg. This
was our second, annual trip—the first had been to the west on the field where Pickett’s Charge had
taken place on the third day of the Gettysburg Battle.
We waited until darkness had descended, and then took low-sitting folding chairs, battery-operated
tea candles, and hardtack “crackers” (that I had made a few days before) that were a common staple
for both sides, even though the ones they ate were very often full of worms, maggots and weevils.
The crackers were to help the ghosts see us as “friendly” and somewhat knowledgeable about the
soldiers’ life.
Though it was very chilly, in the low 40s, we stayed long enough to do a protection ritual (so as not to
have any of the ghosts attach to any of us) and a ritual of transition, calling on guides and the Angels
of Light and Love to help the spirits of the dead finally to go Home. A number of the Circle members
“saw” about 20 spirits or so go Home with the Angels of Light and Love.
Below are pictures of our trip, including what we believe are orbs, possibly the spirits themselves.
Following the pictures is information about what happened at Devil’s Den.
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Baking Holes Being Made in Hardtack Dough

Information about the Fighting at Devil’s Den
Casualties At Devil's Den Gettysburg, July 2, 1863
Location: Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Adams County.
Generals: Union General: Major General David Bell Birney | Confederate General: Major General John
Bell Hood
Soldiers Engaged: Union Army: 2,400 | Confederate Army: 5,500
Outcome: Confederate victory
Dates: July 2, 1863
Important Events: Major General John Bell Hood wounded, forced to yield command
Casualties: Union: 800 | Confederate: 1,800
Devil’s Den Summary
Devil’s Den is the name given to a ridge strewn with large boulders south of the town of Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania, and about 500 yards west of Little Round Top on the Battle Of Gettysburg battlefield.
The origin of the name is uncertain. On July 2, 1863, the second day of the Battle of Gettysburg, the
area around Devil’s Den saw intense fighting as part of General Robert E. Lee’s flank attacks, when
Lieutenant General James Longstreet’s Confederate corps attacked the divisions of Major General
Daniel Sickles’ III Corps of the Army of the Potomac. Some 5,500 Confederates from Major General
John Bell Hood’s division ultimately captured Devil’s Den from 2,400 defenders drawn from Major
General David Bell Birney’s division. It was one of the few Southern successes in that day’s fighting.
Total casualty estimates are over 800 for the Union, more than 1,800 among the Confederates.
The Fighting Around Devil’s Den
The broken ground of Devil’s Den lies in the angle between Plum Run and a small tributary branch.
The steep eastern face becomes a ridge running to the west, some 100 feet lower than nearby Little
Round Top. Between the two, Plum Run creates a valley where the ground is marshy in places. Many
of the boulders in Devil’s Den are over 20 feet high.
Major General Daniel Sickles, whose III Corps occupied the low, southern end of the Union position
on Cemetery Ridge, decided a rise where a wheatfield lay some three-quarter mile to his front offered
a better position. He moved his corps forward to occupy the wheatfield, a peach orchard north of it,
and Devil’s Den to the southwest.
One of Sickles’ brigades—that of Brigadier General John Henry Hobart Ward, comprised of six
regiments and two companies of sharpshooters—occupied the area along Emmitsburg Road near
Devil’s Den. The 4th Maine Regiment was positioned east of Plum Run while the rest of the brigade—

20th Indiana, 86th New York and 124th New York—were on the opposite side. Atop the crest of the
ridge were four 10-pound Parrott rifles of Captain James Smith’s 4th New York Independent Battery.
Around 4:00 p.m., Hood’s division launched its assault. Hood himself was put out of the battle when
shell fragments struck his arm; it would hang useless for the rest of his life.
The 1st Texas and 3rd Arkansas of Brig. Gen. Jerome B. Robertson’s brigade struck Ward’s line west
of Devil’s Den, and the 44th and 48th Alabama of Brig. Gen. Evander Law’s brigade came up Plum Run
Valley on the east side. Intense, stand-up fighting ensued. Ward called for his 99th Pennsylvania
Regiment to join the fight and reinforce the troops along Plum Run.
A second Confederate wave, the brigades of brigadier generals Henry Benning and George "Tige"
Anderson—all Georgia regiments—attempted to exploit a gap between Ward’s brigade and that of
Regis de Trobriand in the wheatfield. Anderson’s men were repulsed.
After severe fighting, the Texans captured three of Smith’s guns. The 40th New York and 6th New
Jersey were pulled from the wheatfield to do battle in an area that would become known as the
"Slaughter Pen," where they covered the retreat of Ward’s men.
After Ward’s retreat, Confederate sharpshooters moved into the boulder-strewn Devil’s Den, firing at
the Federals atop Little Round Top with telling effect, dropping officers and artillerymen. Reportedly,
among their victims were Brig. Gen. Steven D. Weed and 1st Lieutenant Charles Hazlett, whose
cannon were supporting the infantry of Weed and Colonel Strong Vincent. By day’s end, Hood’s men
still held Devil’s Den.

